Inhibitory effects of Santolina chamaecyparissus extracts against spasmogen agonists.
Several extracts of Santolina chamaecyparissus ssp. squarrosa antagonized in a concentration-dependent way the contractions of rat duodenum, guinea-pig ileum, rat vas deferens and rat uterus as induced by acetylcholine, histamine, noradrenaline, oxytocin and serotonin. Polar extracts were less active than apolar extracts, and it was necessary to assay the former at higher concentrations. Only the lyophilized aqueous extract produced a slight hypotensive effect when given intravenously at 150 mg/kg to urethananesthetized rats.